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THE SITUATION IN LEBANON 

ANNCR: VOA HEWS ANALYST RONALD u. DUNLAVEY DISCUSSES AMERICAN 
VIEWS ON THE LEBANESE CIVIL WAR --- AND ITS IMPACT ON 
MIDDLE EAST PEACE EFFORTS: 
VOICE: THE UNITED STATES HAS MAIL:TAINED A CONCERNED BUT 
LOW-KEYED ATTITUDE TOWARD DEVELOPISENTS IN LEBANON. THE 
OFFICIAL POSITION REMAINS AS STATED SEVERAL TIES BY SECRETARY 
OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER, VIASHINGTON WOULD LIKE TO SEE A PEACE=- 
FUL SETTLENENT OF LEBAIIESE INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES BY THE LEGANESE 
PARTIES THEMSELVES, "THE UNITED STATES," SAID HR, KISSINGER 
ON JULY TWENTY-SECOND, "HAS ALVIAYS SELIEVED THAT THE OUTCOME 
IN LEBANON SHOULD BE ONE Ii] WHICH THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF 
LEBAHON IS PRESERVED, AND Ii: WHICIG THE THO COMMIUHITIES, THE 
CHRISTIAN AND THE MUSLIIi, CAN EXIST SIDE GY SIDE," 

WASHINGTON WOULD LIKE TO SEE A LESANESE SETTLENENT 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR THO REASONS. FIRST, BECAUSE IT BELIEVES--- 
ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE WCRLO---THAT IT WOULD SE TRAGIC FOR 
THE PEOPLE OF LEBANOM IF THE DESTRUCTIVE CIVIL WAR WERE TO 
CONTIHUE. AND SECOND GECAUSE THE LEBANESE CONFLICT HAS STALLED 
EFFORTS TO REACH A BROADER IiIDDLE EAST SETTLEHENT BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND THE ARAG NATIONS. TO QUOTE SECRETARY KISSINGER AGAIK: 
“UNTIL THE PROBLEM OF LEBAHON IS RESOLVED, THE ARAB COUNTRIES 
WILL GE PREOCCUPIED WITH THAT PROBLEii, AND IT WILL BE VERY 
DIFFICULT TO MAKE SERIOUS PROGRESS TOWARD A SOLUTION OF THE 
ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT." THIS SANE CONCERN HAS EXPRESSED LAST WEEK 
BY A SENATE COMMITTEE WHICH HAD JUST COMPLETED EXTENSIVE 
HEARINGS ON THE HIDDLE EAST, THE SENIOR HEiBERS OF THE 


COMMITTEE---DENOCRAT GEORGE MCGOVERN AND REPUBLICAN 
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CHARLES PERCY---tlOULD LIKE TO SEE THE UNITED STATES UNDERTAKE 
TO RENEW NEGOTIATING HOMENTUM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, REGARDLESS OF WHi0 IS ELECTED. THE LEBANESE 
CONFLICT, HOWEVER, REMAINS A ROADDLOCK. 

IT IS RECOGNIZED THAT THE EVENTS fii LEBANON HAVE ALTERED 
SOME FACTORS IN POTENTIAL HiFODLE EAST PEACE EQUATIONS, THE 
SITUATION IS BY NO HEANS WHAT IT WAS. SYRIA, LEBANON, ISRAEL, 
EGYPT, THE PALESTINE LIGERATION ORGANIZATION~--THEIR ROLES AND 
THEIR RELATIONS WITH EACH OTHER HAVE CHANGED AS A RESULT OF THE 
COMPLEX NATURE OF THE LEGANESE CONFLICT, THE REARRANGENENT OF 
THOSE ROLES AND RELATIONS JiAY HAVE A SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON 
RENEWED EFFORTS TO WORK OUT A EROAD PATTERN OF PEACE FOR THE 
HIDDLE EAST. BUT It ANY EVEHT, ARAB-ISRAELI] PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
CANNOT REMAIN SIDE-TRACKED THDEFINITELY, AND THE URGENT NEED 
FOR THEIR RENEWAL IS ONE OF THE HAIN REASONS FOR HOPTiIG THAT 
A SETTLEMENT OF THE LEBANESE CONFLICT WILL NOT BE DELAYED iiUCH 


LONGER. 


